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DISABILITY SERVICES COMMISSION — COMBINED APPLICATION PROCESS 

215. Hon DONNA FARAGHER to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Disability Services: 

I refer to the answer given to question without notice 136 asked on 11 March 2008 regarding applications 
received by the Disability Services Commission under the third round of the 2007-08 combined application 
process. 

(1) Will the minister confirm that none of the 171 applications received under the alternatives to 
employment program was recommended for support? 

(2) Are the 136 individuals referred to in answer (2)(c) applicants under the post-school options program or 
alternatives to employment program, or are they a combination of both; and, if yes to the latter, what is 
the breakdown of applicants between the two programs? 

(3) When was the funding for the ATE program placed on hold by the commission? 

(4) What is the level of additional funding required to ensure that ATE funding for adults can be considered 
in future funding rounds? 

(5) Will the additional funding referred to in (4) be made available in time for the first round of the 2008-09 
CAP; and, if not, why not, and when will it be made available? 

Hon ADELE FARINA replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. The minister has advised as follows — 

(1)-(3) Alternatives to employment is a multimillion-dollar program that provides community inclusion and 
skills development for adults with disabilities who are unable to access employment. A subset of ATE 
is the post-school options program. The Disability Services Commission identified and planned for a 
significant increase in the number of school leavers in 2007. Therefore all ATE funding was used to 
assist all school leavers leaving school in 2007. The 136 school leavers are separate from the 171 ATE 
applicants. 

Nineteen of the 171 applications were received in the third round. There were 152 applications received 
in previous rounds. The DSC advised clients in April 2007 that funding available to ATE would be 
dedicated to immediate school leavers. The 136 applications were the total population of school leavers. 
They are not a subset of the 171 applications. 

(4) In previous CAP rounds, the commission has allocated approximately $140 000 to ATE options for 
each round. It is anticipated that this will provide support for up to 11 individuals each round. The 
average number of successful applications is generally between 10 and 12 individuals each round. 

(5) This is being considered by the commission as part of its funding framework for the 2008-09 budget. 
 


